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No one knew just where Jefferson stood on the fundamental question of the hour when, with his two daughters, he arrived in Virginia in 1789. The brilliant Virginian had uttered both Nationalist and Anti-Nationalist sentiments. " I am not of the party of the Federalists/5 he protested, "but I am much farther from that of the Antifederalists." Indeed, declared Jefferson, "If I could not go to heaven but with a party, I would not go there at all." l
His first opinions of the Constitution were, as we have seen, unfavorable. But after he had learned that the new Government was to be a fact, Jefferson wrote Washington: "I have seen with infinite pleasure our new constitution accepted." Careful study had taught him, he said, "that circumstances may arise, and probably will arise, wherein all the resources of taxation will be necessary for the safety of the state/5 He saw probability of war which "requires every resource of taxation & credit." He thought that "the power of making war often prevents it/5 2
Thus Jefferson could be quoted on both sides and claimed by neither or by both. But, because of his absence in France and of the reports he had received from the then extreme Nationalist, Madison, he had not yet apprehended the people's animosity to National rule. Upon his arrival in Virginia, however, he discovered that "Antifederalism is not yet dead
1  Jefferson to Hopkinson, March 13, 1789; Works; Ford, v, 456.
2  Jefferson to Washington, Paris, Dec. 4, 1788; Works; Ford, vt 437-38.   Compare with Jefferson's statements when the fight was on against ratifying the Constitution. (See vol. I, chap, vni; also Jefferson to Humphreys, Paris, March 18, 1789; Works; Ford, v, 470.)